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On Oct. 21, Edgar Chamorro, a former priest and former contra director, accepted amnesty from the
Nicaraguan government and returned to Managua. In ending his eight-year exile, Chamorro said
he will "work for peace and reconciliation...It is important for Nicaraguans to go back with an open
mind and see if the Sandinistas really mean what they are saying." Asked why he abandoned the
contra cause, Chamorro said he did not supoort the "injustices and atrocities that the forces backed
by the US commit." But most of the press reports on Chamorro's decision to accept amnesty and
return to Nicaragua overlook that, although he was indeed upset at contra atrocities, Chamorro
did not resign from the contras' board of directors. He was fired by FDN chief Adolfo Calero.
In his Sept. 5, 1985, deposition to the International Court of Justice which was hearing the case
brought by Nicaragua against the US, Chamorro said he was purged from the contra directorate
after "acknowledg[ing] to a newspaper reporter that [contra] troops had killed some civilians and
executed some prisoners." (Basic data from IN THESE TIMES, 11/04-07/87)
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